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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

Kindly enter the following amendments to the above captioned application. 



In the Specification: 

Please amend the specification as follows: 

On page 1, replace the Field Of Invention section paragraph beginning on line 14 with the 
following paragraph: 



The present invention provides novel polynucleotides encoding K+betaM4 or 
K+betaM5 polypeptides, fragments and homologues thereof. Also provided are vectors, host cells, 
antibodies, and recombinant and synthetic methods for producing said polypeptides. The invention 
further relates to diagnostic and therapeutic methods for applying these novel K+betaM4 or 
K+betaM5 polypeptides to the diagnosis, treatment, and/or prevention of various diseases and/or 
disorders related to these polypeptides. The invention further relates to screening methods for 
identifying agonists and antagonists of the polynucleotides and polypeptides of the present 
invention.— 



